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EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN LANDS IN GEORGETOWN, D. ©. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1951 


UNITED STATES SENATI 
COMMITTEE ON PuBtIc BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 


OF THE COMMITTEE ON PusBLIc WorRKS 
Wash if D.¢ 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:10 a. m., 1n room 4 
nate Office Building, Senator Robert S. Kerr presiding 


Present Senators Kerr nresiding E \lartin, and Case 
Also present: Ellsworth W. Bassett, staff engineer. 


y Kerr. The hearing will come to ordet 


(¢ 
Mir. Bassett, will vou sit down there and tell us briefly what 1s 
ywed in S. 1450. which bill will be inserted in the reeord at this point 
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i i } j ( t i \ 
und P Par uA nection 1 pla f rovid par 
{ ‘ Georvetoy pani 3 ; } 
i? i it \ eC Se ur eri bu | 
eC} { ) e | { Stat Ame! { 
1 fre ple 1 { 
! 1 ead 1) { rt l ! 41a ! he lv de 1 
llow 
P; f 14 i 1194, as per plat 1 rded eV e Ol e ou ( 
eD vf ( \ | 29, page 72, de bed 
Le 1 ea el nh f i re 
wd t e of M Stre said p t of be be L 
rt est corner of said | 14: thence along the sout eof M Street eve 
etv-five one lredths feet to the northeast « f lot 14 
CrLy hrect 1 | u! Lie { 1a of I l t 
iT 1 and »> Te ree fle il ( ne vr t i 1 1 Tt Se 
1 ( lred eet t e northerly line of Pet 
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vi eighth Street and the southwest corner of said | 
eri line of | V¢ \ -¢ ht St re t1 I me ree thre 
1 ente ne indredths feet t e pol f be 
) und three ndred twentv-two a 1 forts three one 
And up seceptance of such title to parcel of la 
for and behalf of the I ed States ¢ 
1 directed Vey wit mut ¢ t to the United St 
tor of e above-described tract of land, all right, t 
ted States of America in and to the following-describe 
United States of America and located in the District 
rticularly deseribed as follows 
Parts of lots 9 and 10, square 1194, as per plat recorded in the Office of 
1 the District of Columbia in Book G. T. 2, at page 23, described 
1 
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Beginning for t same at a point the south line of M Street, said point of 
being the northwest eorner of lot 9 and Bunning thence along the south 
M Street east thirty-nine and fifty-five one-hundredths feet to the northeast 
rner of lot 10; thence along the east line of said lot 10 south twenty-four feet; 
twenty-eight degrees <teen minutes fifty seconds west eightyv-three 
1 for seven one-hundredths feet to a point in the northerly ie of Pennsyl 
nia Avenue, said point being the southwest corner of said lot 9; thence along the 
‘ f said + O we rt} ninety eave and fift v-one ne hut ire Iths feet te the 
b I ( ing ta Sand I ir WO and eighty-six 
( ire aT fer 
s t brit 1 1 t | é sta f Ay t i contain 
ints, or rest ) is the Secretary Interior, after 
i Na La al Par 4 Pla yr ( Shall see 
{ ' the future wid De nia Avenu 
} ee + farth in +} A ure ‘ ance with a plat of 
ition recorded he Office of the Sur f the D of ( bia in 
i if Da 300 


> - 1} 1 . 
Mi »ASSETI S. 1450 would authorize the Secretary ol 


f Interior to 
mvev a certain tract of land now owned by the United States held 
as 3 t-of-way for Rock Creek and Potomac Parkwav, to the 
American Oil Co. in exchange for the convevance to the United 
States OL a trac of land at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue, 
‘Twel tyv-eighth Street, and NI street NW. 

senator Ky RR Now, stop right there 
Senator MARTIN | would like to get that located in my own mind. 
vo right u | have a plat here, a smaller 
d then we will look at that, showing the intersection 
of Pennsvivania Avenue, M Street, and Twenth-eighth Street 


Senator Marrin. I am pretty familiar with this city Where is 


Senator KER! Lu 


than that, an 


Senator Kerr That is on M Street or Pennsylvania Avenue, just 
t OF bloc k« ns | iInderstand | hpefore vou vet to Georgetown 


Nii B Ss That IS I rht Her s the Rov Creek Parkway 


Nb Bass Vl Dow DeLO’ I { tI} Pot Thien Ri Cl which comes 


\ir. Bassi This is the bridge over Rock Creek in the parkway 

Senator \I TX Is this t he bridge that runs on over to C,eorgve- 

Sin Ws dad Vac 

sen IK That is tl er ay Ot 

\ir. Bassi Che freewa omes right under her 

Senator Martin. This is Rock Cree where we go up and hit 
Conn cut Ave 

\Ir. Bassi I s rigl 

nator M in. And so « 

Senator K Yous s Rock Cre Where is the Rock 
{ stre n of w: r? 

\ir. Bass Wel hey do not show 


Senator MARTIN lt 5 probably on this sid i believe 1 drive 
Ip that Wav. of course, as vou KNOW: | live up that wav 

Senatol KEI Wi that map that vou have there showing 
Pennsvlvani Avenue Bridge and M Street Bi dee over Ror k Creek 


re of upper structures going approximately 





EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN LANDS IN GEORGETOWN, D. C. S 


east and west, and then below that a lower structure of the Rock 
Creek driveway going approximately north and south; is that correct? 

Mr. Basserr. That is right. 

Senator Martin. That is right. 

Senator Kerr. Now we see where M Street goes out to Twenty- 
eighth. Senator Martin, let us go out and look at this. 

Senator Martin. All right. 

Senator Kerr. Let the record show that Senator Martin and I are 
coins out to look at the ground. 

Let us find out who are the witnesses here. 

Mr. NoLen. | am listed as the first witness, Senator l am John 
Nolen, of the Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Senator Kerr. You are Nolen, of what? 

Mr. NoLtan. Park and Planning Commission 

Senator Kerr. Of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Noven. National Capital Park and Planning Commission. 

Senator Kerr. National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Next is Thompson, Assistant Superintendent of the National 
Capital Parks. 

Mr. THompson. | am here. 

Senator Kt RR. Here Is Ashton, of the Board of Zoning \djustment 
of Washington. 

Mr. Asuton. I am here, Senator 

Senator Kerr. Here is Whitley, of the American Oil Co. 

Mr. Wurrtey. Lam here, sir. 

Senator Kerr. Kummer and O'Day, both of American Oil Co 

Mir. Kummer. Yes, sir 

Senator Kerr. Gasch, representing the Bovs’ Club of Washingten. 

Mr. Gascu. Yes, sir. Mr. Davis is here, also, of the Boys’ Club. 
General Davidson. of the Georgetown Citizens’ Association 

Mr. Noten. [f we might give vou just a quick explanation of what 
this situation is all about 

Senator Kerr. Youare John Nolen? 

Mr. Nouen. Yes, sir. I think vou might want to know what to 
look for when vou go on the ground. 

Senator Kerr. Why don’t vou go with us? 

\Ir. Noten. | would be very glad to. 

senator M ARTIN You are voiIng to oppose this? 

Mr. Nouen. No; not oppose it. I do not think vou have any 
opposition to ib. I think ev ervbody is for it 

Senator Kerr. That is the reason | begin to wonder about it. 
Laughter. | 

Senator Martin. Well, if everybody ts for it 

Senator Kerr. | want to know what it is, myself 

Senator Martin. If evervbody is for it, why not let us go out there 
and take a man of each group, and if everybody ts for it [ do not see 
very much where we ought to object, except I would like to know what 
is involved 

Senator Kerr. That is what I want. 

Mr. THompson. Mav I suggest, Senator, that is what I was going 
to recommend also, that you take one of the Planning Commission, 
the Park Service, the oil company, and the Boys’ Club, and 1 think 
it will reveal itself quite clearly on the ground better than on a plat. 
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Senator Kerr. The committee will recess while it goes out td 
spect the Sites 
The committee made an on examination of the properties in 
stion and then ret rhe to the committee room 
senate KEI La Line cord show that Senator Case, Senator 
n, and tor Kerr we out and looked at the tracts of land 
ation on. the oO where M Street and Pennsylvania 
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Senator Kerr. | am sure it would, and 1 think we should hav 
the bill Luet us develop that in the evidence 
Senator Casi Well. the bill m 


tracts, and on the face of the bi 


] ] 4 ] 
erely States a description of the two 
1] 4 
lh it woulda appeal hat it would 


po sible for thi oil e MNpany to turn the land over the burl 
on it 
Senator Kerr. Let us develop that in the hearin 
Senator MARTIN [ can tell you we can put at amendment in the bill 
committee amendment in the bill, which would require that 
Senator Kerr. Let us develop that and s I think that is th 
proposal. If it is, we will get it in the record, and then we will have 
Kirst We will hear \Lr John Nolen, Di) etor ot thre Division of 
Projects and Desiens, Capital Park and Planning Commissio1 
Washin rion, ca 6 , Ol the District of Columbia: which ts it? 


Mr. Noten. Washington, D.C 
Senator Kerr. All right, Mr. Nolen, take a seat nght ther 


STATEMENT OF JOHN NOLEN, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROJECTS 
AND DESIGNS, CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 


Mr. Nonen. Mr. Chairman, this proposal -that is before 
committee 

Senator Keri All right, Mr. Nolet you mav proceed 

Mr. Noten. This proposal that is before your committee is the 


out rowth ofa very practicai situation that faced our Commissto 


thre P| mnine Commission or Wash nero the Nat onal (’ap 


Parks office, who had charge of park lands adjoining this lo 
Board of Zoning Adjustment which had presented to it last sun 
request to allow for an expansion and reconstruction of the exis 
soline station that 1s involved in this exehan 
Senator KEI Now loc } ed oOo} lots 7 ( 2 
\l NO | (dn lot i } e/a 
S r WK | Which are bet \f Sty D> 
Avel 1 th line of whieh j rancuaineren ; 
MI Street proach al is on the Pen Vania Avenu PT 
dA Wethinttiiais ibicih ; 6biile oink: timmalane Tne ok Saar 


\Ilr. Noten. Yes 
Senator Kerr. All right, su 
Vir. Nouen. Now, the bill itself is verv simpli It is a bi 
simply authorizes the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with 


the National Capital Park and Planning Commission, to mak 


exchang of land that involves propert\ controlled bh Lhe OlL Col 
pany for property that is 

senator KER Presently owned by the Government. 

\ir NOLEN continuing ; Presently owned hy | Crovernment 


k Creek and Potomac Parkway 
‘he exchange IS favorable to the Crovernment u many wavs 


and part of the Ro 


i) ] 


The Government will secure 3,822.45 square feet of land in exchat 


for 2,402.86 square feet which the oul COMpany would secure 

Senator Kerr. Yes All right. 

\Ir. Noten. The land that the Government would obtain in thi 
exchange has a frontage of over 160 feet on M Street, Twentv-eight! 
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the ad antage to the oil company is that it secures 
both Mi Street and Pennsvivania Avenue than it 
secures a site that is deeper from street to street; 
mal is that the propose to reconstruct on that 
Vp isoline station which will be very much an 

what is there now 

am sure that that will be developed by them 
ad that ir construction Wi ontorm to | it thie 
hye 
con ler the Shipstead Ac Regardless of this 

I i ft rece l heir presel rasoiine station 
s the R ( ‘ and Potomac Parkway, plans fol 

| I the sta rT Wotlk Hay to Ly Dp esented 
Con ISSLO ( heir recommendation as to 

Would it be subject to the approval of the Fine 
ss1on ? 

S Bu it is t mandate Phe Con 
se the final discretior 


Wi I vf Vie thie \ tO DOW a 


have t he Veto powel 


ab O Persuae nD developers of tracts of land 
Well, thev either have the authority to disapprove 
hav Lutho o modify then plans Chey 


: ] . ee | ry 
OmMnbhirssioners could overrule them 


But the appheant cor not overrule them” 


would submit plans if they dis- 
Fine Arts—the 


the Com- 


(‘ommiussion of 
the plans to the Commiussioners, and 
overrule the Fu Arts Commissioners 
:MIssion 
Sion is that 


which is 


District 


have the pows O disapprove or veto any plans 


the 


would apply tO any 


)  W ] ) Ol hy S area, put on this piece of 
AL 
} S ) ? e ) Nvolv ec n ti exchange at all 
\\ I} ot te 
I \ pp Ss equally 
ot I ved il he] nds of the Senators as 
i ( rie would approve the exchange. 
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Mr. Nouen. It does not modify—the exchange does not modify 
the provisions of existing law. They apply to this. 

Senator Kerr. I understand that, but | am just trying to get into 
this record what the conditions and the provisions of the existing law 


ure. 
Mr. NoLeEN I will be clad to submit a further statement 
Senator Kerr. That is all right. You have already answered my 


question 

, Mr. Noten. Mr. Chairman, I have here a plat that 1 think might 
interest the committee because it ORS back deep into the history of 
this situation. It is a plat of the property proposed to be taken fo: 
the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway, and it is dated 1916 and shows 
this property that is in question; that is, the Boys’ Club property, the 
existing gasoline station, as included within the original taking line 
of the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway 

My reference to this is because In my opening statement I said the 
authorities involved were faced with a very practical situation her 

Last summer there was presented to the Board of Zoning \dyus 
ment this request to enlarge the present gas station. Our Commission 
felt at the outset 

Senator Kerr. Based upon their option to purchase the Boys 
Club property and use it for that purpose? 

Mr. Noten. That is correct 

Our Commission felt, and has felt for many years, that it would be 
desirable to purchase this property 

Senator Kerr. You mean both that of the Boys’ Club and the ou 
company? 

Mr. Noten. That is correct. But the difficulties of securing ap 
propriations for this kind of a purchase have been too great over the 
vears, and with the current national emergency, we realize that it was 
just an impossible undertaking at this time. 

Senator Kerr. This would, in your planning, be only one of, | 
would say and presume to be, numerous such situations in the area? 

Mr. Nouen. That is correct. We have pressing needs, for example 
for small playgrounds for the children in the very congested areas 
that may even involve improved properties, and those we give the 
highest priority to. 

Senator Kerr. Yes 

Mr. Noten. We’ could not justify this acquisition in comparison 
with those 

Senator Kerr. And with other needs which you have that you 
feel should be met first 

Mr. Noten. That is correct. 

Now, the suggestion for purchase, 1 might say, came from the 
Progressive Citizens’ Association of Georgetown, which has been very 
much interested in improving the approaches to Georgetown, and the 
Commission decided after a review of the situation it faced, that we 
had better try to arrange some kind of an exchange here in which 
there would be a mutual benefit all around, and would not involve 
any Government funds, and this 

Senator Kerr. You mean any expenditure of Government funds. 

Mr. Noten. Any expenditure of Government funds, and_ this 
exchange that is described in the bill is the outgrowth of that. 

Now, the agencies that have participated in all the negotiations 
and the studies that have led up to this proposed transaction have been 
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hee of Nat onal Capital Parks, Mer Harry ‘Thompson who, | 
olng to testifv, and who has been most helpful and instru- 
, securing the agcrer ent in his otlice as to what we propose 
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heavy traffic 
Mr. Noten. That is corres 
Senator Kerr. Well. Twentyv-eighth Street does not carry a lot of 
traflie there. does it 
Mr. Natnn, No; -sir,. The traf 


i¢ that . hear V 1S the east MOU dl 
movement from M Street over to Pennsvivania Avenue and back to 


M Street in the manner that | am indicating here, and then, of 
there is this heavy west-bound movement on M Sireet a : 
vania Avenue, which merges jJUSL West of the triang!] 

Senator Kerr. Yes 
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Senator Kerr. It has an option to buy and will buy, and has thi 
approval of the Zoning Commission to use 71 feet, or rather, lot 14 
which is all of the property west of what it already owns, going out 
to Twenty-eighth Street on the west, M Street on the north, and Penn 
sylvania Avenue on the south which, by tearing down the building, it 
could beautify if it wanted to, and own for itself or put its strueturs 
on there, so it would have just what it would have under the proposed 
change and, as | understand it, no more 

Senator Case. Except that it would not be as far back from th: 
intersection, Certainly, the exchange will vive it a better upprou h 
from M Street than it could possibly have by proceeding with its 
Option, 

Senator Kerr. It is trading the Government 71 feet on M St 
for 40 feet on M Street 

Senator Case. Yes; but the 70 feet, Mir. Chairman, are at the pon 
of the intersection, and the entrance 

Senator Kerr. Which could be more valuable than the other 

Senator Case. But the entrance would have to be back some dis 
tance from that, from a traffic standpoint 

Senator KERR They would have approxunate ly S,900 square feet 
if they retained lots 7 and 8 and used 14, according to Mr. Bassett 
here, who is an engineer, and if they make the transfer, they will hay 
7,200 square feet 

Senator Case. Yes; they will have a lesser area on which they w 
have to pay taxes, but they will have all the benefits, both to 1 
front and the rear of the other land, which will be owned by 
Government and be maintained as a park or front yard 

Senator Kerr. Well, now, as | understand it, they will have tl 
in either event 

Senator Case. They will not have as desirable an entrance, 
would appear to me, without the exchange as they will with 
exchange 

Now, are we going to have some testimony here from the repr 
sentatives of the Boys’ Club? 

Senator Kerr. Do vou have any further questions of this witness? 

Mr. Noven. I have one point that has not been mentioned that 
bears on the Senator’s point 

Senator Case. Just a minute. J want to know if we are going to 
have a representative from the Boys’ Club to appear 

Senator Kerr. Yes; we do have 

Senator Casr. All right. 

Mr. Noten. In this matter of the equity involved here, no mention 
has been made of the fact that we propose to restrict the construction 
of the building on the oil company’s site, new site, to a location 25 
feet approximately back of the present building line of Pennsylvania 
Avenue. The reason for that is that Pennsylvania Avenue, as it 
enters Georgetown 

Senator Kerr. Let me make that statement. Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, up to the bridge which joins all of this property on the east, is 
130 feet wide. 

The bridge, which approaches the eastern boundary line of this total 
areca we are talking about, is about 90 feet wide, carrying a pavement 
50 feet wide, and walkways on either side of it 
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of ground where vou contemplate widening the street, knowing that 
that merely increases the price of a condemnation? 

Mr. Noten. It would depend upon the status of the plan. It 
would be our job to so advise the Board. but the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment would have the decision, and we would have no control 
over that decision. 

Senator Case. Do vou presently have a plan for the widening of 
Pennsylvania Avenue? 

Mr. Noten. No, sir. There is no plan that has status here. All 
we know is that it looks very much like some time in the future this 
bridge will have to be widened and the pavement widened. 

Senator Case. What cognizance has the Zoning Commission or the 
Fine Arts Commission taken of the need for widening Pe 
Avenue at this point? 

Mr. Noten. It is not an issue before the Fine Arts Commission 
It would be a matter before the District Commissioners, and I know 
of no plan that has any official status. But our Commission has felt 
that this requirement to set the buildings back to allow for future 
widening is a reasonable one to plan for. 

Senator Case. Do you know the origin of this language im the bill 


] 
nnsVivanla 


1 


S. 1450, on page 1, line 6, ‘‘and in connection with the future widening 
of Pennsylvania Avenue’’—-what does that refer to 

Mr. Noten. That refers to just what T have been desert 
proposal is to require the oil company to put a restriction on its land 
that would not permit it to put a building, any permanent building, 
north, or rather, south, of a line 25 feet north of the present building 
line 

Senator Casi (ll right. Then, FOYE back to the matter we were 
discussing here, if no exchange were made, and if the American O 
Co. proposed to build a structure there which would rest in part on 
the portion of this land that would be needed for the cor temp] ite 
widening of Pennsvlvania Avenue, would the Fine Arts Commission 
sit idly by or would it register a protest with the Zoning Commission? 

Mr. Noten. I suspect it would register a rather futile protes 
You see, the difficulty is the Zoning Board has to 

Senator Cast Why do vou say a rather futile protest 

Mir. Noten. Well, we have had other cases in the past wh 


long-range plan has been presented to the zoning authorities, and 


») 
1 
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Liye The 


it has no legislative status, there is no money status, there is m 
money in sight, the Board is apt to sav, ‘“y/ell, we would be ta 
this man’s rights away and restricting the use of his land without 

! 


compensation and without any reality as to the reason for doing i 
Now, in this case here there is a quid pro quo; there is an exchang 
of land involved in which 
Senator Case. Now, we do not need to get into the argumentativ 
part at this time; I am just trving to determine what the facts are 


and how you would proceed and what the result would b If vou 
registered a protest with them, would vou not also bring it to th 
attention of the Congress or the District Commissioners that step 
should be taken to acquire that land before the structure would b 


placed on it that would either interfere with or mae more dificu 
the widening of Pennsylvania Avenue 
Mr. Noten. Yes: I think that wou'd be the thing—the Comn’s 


sion would do thongs like tha In fact, this legislation is ar if | 
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Mir. Noten. I do not know what its tax status is It has assessed 
value given it on the books of some $52,000 

Senator Case. Are you sure about that? 

Mr. Nouen. | will give vou the exact figures: ves, su These at 
the figures as of last summer, and are not-—I do not have anv reasot! 
to know that they have been changed ——-S52,190 

Senator Case. And your understanding is that the oil company has 
an option to purchase property with an assessed valuation of $52,000 
for a price of $62,500? 

Mr. Noten. That is correct 

Senator Case. And Vou have already haicated \ - 
value of the oil Company property is $16,776, and vou th 
be purchased for approximately $37,500? 

Nhi NOU! N No Sil I said | thought It Was reasohal ) pDpo 
it could be purchased for that amount or within that am Mh 
has been no appraisal made on out part, so | wm just Yo 
your question was based upon rather a generalization 
~ Senator Case. I know nothing about 1 | have never hea oO 
these properties before this morning, Dut ODVIOU lv under the f 
now before us, it is suggested that the oil company property ts 


wo and a half times its assessed value, while the Bovs’ ¢ 


is proposed to by sold for S062 500 on ana sessed Vatiuation 


Senator Kerr. There might be this difference between thi 


he assessec 
value, that the oil company’s property ts assessed, and [ assume th 
are paving taxes on their assessment, while the Bovs’ ¢ » dor 

pav taxes dor it? 

Mir. Davis. No: it does no 

Senator K You are Mr. BE. L. D oft th 0 ( 

Vir. Davis. | am a member of the bo yf trus 13 
(lu! 

SS ator Kk HH Will be up het Im a mo Sel I 

Senator Case. | think he should identify himself. H 
teerine evidence up here, and we ought to know who h | 
speaks [01 thi purpose of the record 

What was the basis of that $52,000 fleure that vou \I 
Nolen? 

Mr. Nouen. Ut is on the assessment books of around $22,000 f 
land and $30,000 for building, and IT wa ome to mite ( hat tl 
difference in the ratio between the assessment and the pu pune 
in case of the two different properties, | think, is parly accountab 
by the fact that the oil companys is buvine land and a site es entially 
although they are paving although the : ssessment refleets th al 
of the building In other words 

Senator Case. Do you know when those valuations we pier 
on the books? 

\Ir. Nouen. Those assessments as of a vear aco 

ator Co ln both 

\I \ ILEN ) Ss, Sil 

Senator Case. That is all, Mr. Chairma 

Senator KERR Nii Thompson? His name is on here next \\ 
might just as well take him in orde) Next is Mr. Harry T. Thompso 
Associate Superintendent, National Capital Parks, Interior Depa 
men 

Give us vour knowledge or recommendations or s \ 
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STATEMENT OF HARRY T. THOMPSON, ASSOCIATE SUPERIN- 
TENDENT, NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 


Mr. THompson. Mr. Chairman, you have my name and my con- 
on with the Interioi 1) partm lil ana | have been asked by our 


Department, ou cretarv. and the Director of our Park Service to 
Lipp he 0 behalf of and ins ipport of this proposed legislation. 
| should like to subseribe in principle to the statement made by 
\] Nolen 
Senator Kerr. Just one mom All right, vou may proceed 
\Ir Tue [IPSON | should ike LO ibseribe in principle, LO the 
eme made by Mr. Nol hi he view of our Depariment 
ne view oO] ihe Pa rp ic We hl kK i | 2 the proposed legis- 


; avoradie lO he Governme tor thre umber of reasons 
qi by AVE Nol 


Perhaps, at this time, I could help Senator Case clarify a2 porm*\ 


? 
il 


1 ] } } 
( ie, the appearain oO] 1h¢ and as 1 mich L>¢ developed LOosO- 
! ] ‘ ‘ 
as tlie Natio ial (ommiusst of Krae Arts is concerned 

| will rpafear S&S Io oO and lrage forward 

Vou Will reter, eCnacol Oo] ( --< OH page » ana rerkalaig lorward, 
I 1} is ww dratiled say 

Che deeds of convevance fr and to the United States of America shall con- 
ta Suc ond ons, covena ra tricti as the Secretary of the Interior, 
afte! tation wit! t Nat ( il Par ul Planning Commission, 
ture wening Oo Pent VIValnla 
} . 

| 1 The normal process Of consider?’ anv covenants, restrictions OF 

I ; 
} } f 4] 

rhe 5, Vv Would take LALO accoUu he application of the Ship- 

= \ i t) = SIL ed Sud prot lve nens trie s 1 CON 


We would normally refer any plans pres ed to us to the National 
{ mimiss of Fine \ ; since he National Commission of 


Kine Aris has not been brough oO the picture officially, as is often 
done, | would suggest to satisfv vour concera, that the Commission 
of Fin Aris bi rive a \ Oo power, if vou wish to eall 1 that, and 
vy Oy ito this particular section, some words to the 

which would make mandatory that the Commission of Fine 


. or Cas ln othe ( ould suggest m limes 24 and 
25 on page that instead of ¢ the words “after consultation with 
Lii Nat mal Capita Park : ( r r (‘ommiussion,’’ that we use 
e Wwe hich would meat ipon or with the advice and ap- 

a>\ 


\I Ty iPSO> \\ Lie ik ct and approval sorar as the 
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Senator Case. Then you would want to insert that as an add 
tional 

Mir. THompson. I think I would, to satisfy the concern you have 
expressed here that since the Commission of Fine Arts now has merely 
an advisory capacity that their advice be made mandatory | do 
not think that would be objectionable to us, nor do I think it would 
be objectionable to the oil company, although vou could ask them on 
that point 


That is quite often done in the erection of buildings, memorials and 
statues and other structures, that the Fine Arts Commissior ts 
approval nust be obtained be fore it is erected That | thin 8) d 
overcome any concern that you may have or hat score 

[ have no written testimony, but I shall make it just 
possible I would say 

Senator Kerr. | would like to have you introduce into the record 
a copy ol the letter of the Di partment of Interior which, | presume, 
is with reference to your responsibility The letter seems to be 


signed DY Dale iD J Joly. 

Mr. THompson. Yes, sir, the Assistant Secretary 

| would like to introduce into the record a letter addressed to Senator 
(Chavez from our Assistant Secretary, Mr. Dale E. Doty, supporting 
this proposed legislation and giving the reasons why the Departme nt 
of the Interior feels it would be advantageous to t he Department and 
to the Government 

Senator Kerr. And to the Government 


Mr ‘THOMPSON Yes 
The letter referred LO Is as follows 
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“nt Mr. THompson. Well, it would be administered by the National 
os : Park Service of the Interior Department 
m Senator Case. Which you represent? 
Mr. THompson. Which | represent 
As of this time we have no plans develope d on which we could sub- 


} 

scribe and say that this is what we would do. It is the function of the 
office that | represent to administer and to police and maintain areas 
of this kind throughout the CILN : ana looking about on simula ( 

: of this kind, | can refer you to an area up at the junction of Wisconsin 
and Massachusetts Avenues, which is a small area lab is u LiL\ 
seeded, planted, and beautified with a certain amount of sitting-out 
space for the people as an attraction to the general area 

Senator Cask. Now, as the bill is drawn, it propose he exchange 
ot two deseribed parcels ol land, and the OHiV restriction o1 
the paragraph which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to place 
certam conditions. covenants. or restrictions on the deeds of co 
e ance from and to the United State 


a What assurance would the Congress have that if the Gos 


7 UCCUILrEr i! | I ll }¢ i 
1c ‘ ry’ ’ 1 ‘ ‘ 4} 
\ih THOMPSON Well, vou have a tetter written aga | 1] 
>] 1] 
addressed 
ia , 44 { ‘| 
Senator Kerr. In that regard we have a letter from the oil com- 
, pany in which thev state it as their purpose to clear that, and 
OI ; | | ‘ ok al coe i a ae : 
Ti purpose, When they come on here LO { tiem eXplal Wha hel 
a sal ic and then thanoht wa wonld nut som b rerearec 
Droposal is, ana nen thought we Would Du ra) ( on, 7 ( ) 
it caress 
ne pl 
1] Senator ( | i oO find out tro! | I ! resentu hye 
Secretary ol hye Interior i d thre \ ito}! il ( | i ! ( i = 
l , 1 
I Commi ion What thre e Ol Lo (| ( i oO tt rhe Ont 
0 { il land 
\ 1 
") | there no Daselment or is there an excavatllol Inder tt Lt ( 
ti] 1 ‘ 
it thre present mne 
{ 
) rr . \ 4 4 41 | | 
Nii HOM 8) Yes. there rs Woe WOLTG OSs le hye LTTE Tae ( 
removed it entirety down to and ineludu he te ndatiol 2 
: iT) 4 re | le isl Loy helow ( hie iri th) ( | 4 
| back im Ww th acceptable material and orracded evel with the adjo 
' bY walk lines so that il would he Hush the surtaee of thre rrounad 
, : “a 
would be flush with all of the adjoining properties on all four side 
vith a material litable for th row Ol lants or trees, S brent 
our cost would bye reduced to thre mun an thy iprovemen Ol 
Senatol Cras SO that the Groverhnment will hi ithe ret an old 
Duuding to remove nor a hole in thre Cround that it would have to 
fil 
\Ir. THompson. That is correct 
‘ 4 ea | 4) : — 
\ Senator ¢ \S] But It Would be restored With soul suitable for pilant- 
: no f ops and shrul and traac 
Ing Of grass and shrubs and trees 
Vii THOMPSON That would be one ol thre requirements that we 


would include In our acceptance of it 
Senator Cast It seems to me. Mr. Chairman, that the record 
should show that 
Senator Kerr. [am very happy to get it in there 


Senator Case. It is a different thing from getting an old building 
ora hole in the ground with rocks, debris, and rubble, and land which 
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Senator Case. Mr. Chairman, the testimony up to this point ha 
indicated that there was a valid orde rom the Zon i” Comn 310 
which permitted thre oil Compal to oO ah d ma that if we dr hot 
do something about this, the oil company could go ahead unde 

order from the Zoning Commiussio 

1 tye etter \ hich Vou have just read maicates there Were Vo r| 

! vhich thev n o}yt coo ali uc (ne was col tioned upon | 

prior to June 30, 195 Phat has mn 1 priere 

1*| other alternative author ro¢| then ) O il 11h I 

! ldlin plan, but required hat ar appli ition for the ldu | 
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date of the order or the date of that letter That was December of 
50, as lL understand it 
Senator Kerr. That is correct 
Senator Casi | is obvious that 6 months have expired, and thers 


1 ' 
O Valid order so tar as th: Levidence Is concerned 


Mir. Asuron. Senator, | am sorry | did not bring that point up, 
ut the Board of Zoning Adjustment is 


i] aa 
I ihe qdimculities encounte red there due Lo the 


f 4 ] 
Ist Was not asked, | 


Senator KEI Due to the Traci that Congress has neither passed hae 


\1 AsHTon. Yes, s and the time involved hey have amended 
r here dated April 26, 1951, and it is the Board’s 


s letter reads, June 30 is the starti ly period for this 


Senator K tt words, you now tell us that the Zoning 


boa S¢ ab ension to the ordet 

ie Rasen Y os 

Senator KA Which I have just read into the record 

\l = (As q)% Yes SIT They have allowed t he change if) date, 
ythat June 30 shall be the commencement point 

Senator | \MIr. Cha u hat letter should be read into thi 
ecor 


1*} Ss witli! reterence to Appeal No 2769 It is 
6, 1951 and is addressed to Mr. J. R. Whitlox, which you 


=i 
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ui } 
) s | | f Z \ 2 9 ‘ idered 
: . ' ve r ¢ 4 i ce appeal | 
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1 ‘ ») ~1 ( \ condi ) 
I ( is airea « arded to i 
e¢ i { Board agrees it the 6 mo 
i ) ‘ y erat lis i ‘ e J ‘ 
(date n ia ( 
\ 
Boal Zi \ M 
\ i Dy $10 by W. E. Cha Admunistrati 
SeTiA or ~ Nit Wh thé \ maer exist i reguilatio} Sin connection 
h the de se effort, could vo i building now without getting 
juthorization from the Federal Government? 
Nii Wu Well | Iaersti (| na an ordet has just recently 
1 7 ‘ . 
ween issued whereby we ca 30 long as we use less than 200 pounds 
{ ) f a4 } } } vy +] Leet rls , seh 3 ] } 
ot copper and 2 tons of steel which, His bulladinge’, would be tess than 
‘ e or those amounts 
> itor K Which in this situation vou would conform to and, 
theretore Could rect such 8 DULLGING without such a pe rinit 


the latest revision is 


\lr. Wai Chat is from what | understand 
H wevel that was filed > WeeKS ago with thre National Production 
\ l hor tv, and we have I en ver! ally wssured that would be approved 


+} wet WweVe? th; ¢ vA hoefar, th ec new ler came out. of 





ed 
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Senator Case. | would like to ask the representative of the Zoning 
Commission whether vou feel that your control over the possibility 
of them starting a building has completely passed. Have you no 
further authority in the matter? 

Mr. AsHron Oh, ves, we hav The Board has authority in this 
matter 

Senator Case. What authority? 

Mr. Asuron. As the order was read, it is contingent upon approval 
of the buildings. They have to be submitted to the Board of Zoning 
(\djustment 

Senator Kerr. The plans have to be submitted 

Mr. Asuron. Yes, sir 

Senator Case. And the Building Inspector would have to issu 
permit? 

Mr. Asuron. Yes, sir. The Board does not issue a permit he 


Building Inspector issues the permit, but he has no authority unk 


} 


he has a letter that the Board, after public hearing, has granted this 
exception 

Senator Case. Have vou, Mr. Whitley—meaning by ‘‘vou”’ the oi 
company—made any tender of your property to the Government? 

Mr. Wuittey. No, sir 

Senator Cask. You have not offered it for sale to the Government 

Mir. Wairtey. No, sir 

Senator Kerr. You are now talking about lots 7 and 8 

Senator Case. The present property 

Mr. Warrtey. What we presently own, no, sir; we have not 

Senator Case. Have you offered it for sale at all that vou know 

Mr. Wuirtey. No, sir; we have not 

Senator Case. Were vou in on the negotiations with respect to thi 
price of the Boys’ Club property? 

Mr. Wuitrtey. Yes, sir 

Senator Case. How did vou arrive at the valuation of $62 

Mir. Wuirtey. Well, that was their asking price 

Senator Cast. When? 

Mir. Wuirtey. So I understand it 

Senator Casr. When? 

Mr. Warrtey. Approximately last July 

Senator Case. July of 1951 or July of 1950? 

Mir. Wuirtey. 1950. 

Senator Case. July of 1950 That is all | want to ask 

Senator Kerr. All right, Mr. Whitley, just be at ease there for a 
while 

Is there any further question of Mr. Ashton? 

Senator Case. No. 

Senator Kerr. Mr. Whitley, I have a letter here from the American 
Oil Co. Lam going to place this in the record, and | would now like 
to have vou tell us for the record whether or not you heard the ques 
tions that Senator Case asked of Mr. Ashton—no, of Mr. Thompson 
\ssociate Superintendent, National Capital Parks, Interior Depart 
ment, a few minutes ago 

Mir. Wuiriey. Yes, sir; I did 

Senator Kerr. Did vou hear Mr. Thompson’s statement of wha 
the Secretary of the Interior would require of the oil company with 


if 


HOO? 


erence to razing the buildings, removing the walls of the basement 
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advantage for trathe vetting into the station tnd vou have ‘ 
vantage of thi park area that will be created in front of the 
and that is at present to the back of it, and the permission te 0 
whol thine will create a prop tv of col itl oO 
Vo (ry Lisa 

The tes ionvV as we have it before us ind 
pre t property has an assessed value of $16,000-and rive 
have a resale value of approximately $37,000, which would | 
a half time Ol not quite two and a half time sits a SOK u! | 
the deal proposes to give sanction for your purchasing property 

he Boy Club for $62,500, which has an assessed v: e of SoZ, 000 

My feeling is that by the Government’s becomi part yn 
this adewl which would vive VOu a site of unusual Valu ) 
tntionin the District it in effect becomes a party Osanetiol l 

ad lending t hae value of the park areas to creat } i promntabl 
a property of considerably more value than is indicated in the com] 
sation proposed to ¢o to the Boys’ Club, and in vie ot tt 1g I 
these negotiations with the Boys Club started a ve avo 

iluantion was based Upol the figures at that time ado Vou ho | 
it would be appropriate for you to pay the Boys’ Club at least 
$75,000 for that lot to accomplish the transfer? That is a much mo 
modest increase in value over July 1950 than a great deal of ot] 
property in the District of Columbia has shown, as evidenced by sales 
that have taken place within that period of tim 

Mr. Wuirrtey. Well, I am not in a position to answer th ti 
tion, but this purchase contract which We have CO} r)? 
time does eall for this $62,500, and in order for th: O 
up for renegotiating of price, why, that would | Oo con 

ome of the Bovs’ Club officials, and our 1 ( te « 
[| would have no irisdiction in mal iv ! 8) \ 
that effect 

Sen or CA I | recog! eC it mR new propos! 

ome he prepared to sav anything on that po 0) 
at the whole thing it appears to me it would } rt] , 
mdan equi ible thin to do heeat e \ vlure ha l aseqd 
are ho ask the Governmet! LO nd whi ) 
ive by the creation of park areas fore and ( IO ( 

il find that whatever it planned to const! I \ oO. tl 
in dulv of 1950, with the $62,500, it would | nel to t ti 
ame structures now for 875.000 

| just pass that along as a suggestion I would like to e you 
initiate the negotiations with the Bovs’ Club, frankly 

Mr. Wairtey. Well, we can make that recommendatior 
make it to the company and to the Boys’ Club representatives, | 
| have no authority 

Senator Case. I understand. Of course, vou are not prepare: 
lake any comment 

\ir. Wuiriey. To make a statement of that so 

Senator KERR. Do vou | ypen to know the amount of that ass ed 


Le] 
lue to which the tor h 
on this Boys’ Club? 


Mr. Wurruey. 


Senator KERR 


va as referred that app d to the bu 


I understand it 
Of the $52.000 


iS Approximately SoU UOU 
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WuirLtey. That is right The land value, 1 would say, is 


approximately $22 000 


Senator Kerr. As I understand it, vou are going to tear the build- 


ine down? 
Wait. 


senator 


Mi 


tT} 


Mi 


Mi 


Senator 


Nha 


senator 


ne Col 


tT 


That is right 


Kerr. And that is what you said to do when you mad 
ract to buy it? 


Wuittey. The building would be of no value to us, and to 
anvone else that I can see, who would ever purchase that property 

Senator Kerr. And is it likely that tearing it down will cost you 
more now than it would a year ago? 


WHITLEY I do not think that cost has increased becausi 


‘ 


there is a salvage of materials in that that were more scarce than they 
were a vear 


Kerr. You think that would offset it‘ 


ago 


> 


Wuiriey. I think that would just offset the increase in cost 


Kerr. 1 join with the Senator in saving that I would 


like to see you give the Boys’ Club more money, but I want to find 
out this information from you. 
Do vou have any further questions, Senator? 


senator ( 


mara t 


ile 


‘ 
VO) 


‘ASE. No, sir. 
Kerr. Mr. Irvine Kummer, of the American Oil Co., can 
tadd anything to what we have gotten from Mr. Whitley? 


STATEMENT OF IRVING KUMMER, AMERICAN OIL CO. 


\] 


IK 


rk. I do not think so, except being connected with thi 


real-estate department, I might be able to answer some of the Senator's 


questions about value there 


oO not 


Ssenat 


Mr. W 


? 


NIy 


need 


G 
OMmMmitlter 


? t 
Light 


\ 


4 1; 
: 


I do not care to go into them any further. We 
t t was only a friendly suggestion 


too technical | 


Mer ) Day do Vou have anvthineg further tO say 


O'Day No. Ssenatol 
KeRR. Mr. Gasch 


Mav I bring Mr. Davis, the chairman of our building 
iw with me? 


si Kerr. Yes, su 
At this point 


merican Oil Co. signed by W. A. O'Day, sales manager, dated July 


however, I would lke to introduce a letter from the 


} 


addressed to Senator Dennis Chavez, chairman, Committee 
Works. United States Senate, Washington, D. C 


tter referred to is as follows: 


AMERICAN O1L Co 
Baltimore, Md., July 24, 1951 


/ 


provide for the exchange of certain lands owned bv the 


of America for certain privately owned lands 


senate Was/ ington dD. ¢ 


This will confirm our understandings which were explained 
nversation this morning with Mr. Harry Thompson of National 


pul ding oO! oul ervice station as proposed on the revised 
ifter the exchange of properties with the United States Gov- 
razing of the Boys’ Club building, now on a part of the 


ost Therefore as soon as the proposed title changes 
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have been cleared and a necessary permits have peen obtamed tor the rebu ding 
of our service station, we wll promptly proceed, at Our Cost, to Clear he portion 
of the property wherein title will be iltimatel vested in the United Stat 


Government 


Yours very trul 


I would like to place in the record a letter from the Assistant 


Director of the Budget dated June 21, 1951 n support of the 
legislation 

The lette: referred to follows 

XE IVE OFri oO} ae I 
3} Kt B 
it / qd 2 of 

he DENN ( i 

( . ( ) 1 

\ () } I} } ] /)>) ¢ 
My DrEARS!} ror CH KZ i repl oO VE ( f M 9, 195 
VSO if with resp S 1450 al ;' 

erta if 1 ) OV the t 1 Stat oO Ame i { ) ite 
lands 

You are ad ed that tl Offices favor ¢ ( ment of tl i 

Iteis noted that the bill provides, in line 9 of page 1, that the lands accepted |} 
the United States shall be conveved b inencumbered fee-simple title , wherea 
lines 22 and 23 of page 3 of the bill provide tha the deeds of convevance fro 
and to the United States shall contain such conditions, covenants, or restrictior 
the Secretary of the Interior, after consultation with the National Capital Park 
and Planning Commissior hall see fit to impose in connection with the future 
widening ol Per SVIVAania Avenue kor pDiurpose ol arit I \ id appea 
desirable that e word wid ne 22 ! ) 

rincere Vo 
] ar ~~ 


i ra? i} 


VOHALO! KERR | woul like to mtroduce a iettel from the Nation: 
Capital Park and Planning Commission, signed by Mr. Demaray 
\cting Chairman, in which it advises the committee that the proposal 
has the endorsement of the Commission. 

The letter referred to follows 


N ATION ( PII Pay p | ( \ ) 
H DENNIS CH I 
o 7 , ? ( } or p? i ) 
[Jy Ni N 
Siibiect Repor oO ss 1450. for exchanve of la ' }» rst ania A 


Cwentv-eighth and M Streets NW 
My Dear SENATOR CHavez: The National Capital Park and Planning Con 
mission has received vour request of Ni ay Y to turnish the Committee on Public 








Works with areport on S 1450, to provide for the exchange of certain lands owned 
by the United States of America for certain privately owned lands 

The purpose of this legislation is to permit a mutually beneficial exchange of 
land between the National Park Service and the owners of adjoining property 
for a park-like treatment at a prominent entrance to Georgetow The proposa 
has the endorsement of the Commission, the National Park Service and ot ! 
avencies coneerned, as well as interested citizen groups 

The bill is an outgrowth of an appeal granted by the Board of Zoning adj 
ment to enlarge an existing gasoline service station located between Pennsvlvar 
Avenue, M and Twenty-eighth Street NW. and Rock Creek and Potomac Park 
Way The oil company has consolidated all private Ownerships in this area | 
acquiring the old Peck Memorial Chapel, abandoned many vears ago and 
ised as a bovs’ club Rather than have the service station extend to Twer 
eighth Street. with drives in and out so close to this heavilv traveled intersectior 
he Board, the Commission, and other agencies, as we as the own of 1 
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GAS YYS’ CLUB OF WASHINGTON, 
WIN L. DAVIS, BOYS’ CLUB OF WASH- 
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. { pre : » In ioht this property 
ve] i Bovs’ ¢ \ operated this facility during 
I Wi { ou) | ( oO chal ed conditions in Creorce- 
| ( {| tl ws ho is food a 
( l yh ) (7C0 erow!l megan So several 
ni yu } ‘ | oO ra’ 1) i bDuVIne | ct of land located o1 
\\ seonsil Vive r) ~~ S et ir. D mbnartol Ox] 
\\ DO ! { : I Vt \ have il football field up the re 
CO - uJ open-air basketball field We have some locker 
om space Dut LVé ot had the funds with 4 hich to construct an 
wppropriatl facili or iz nths in th Ca 
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So we were particularly anxious to sell this facility, the old Tech’s 
Chapel property, get what money we could out of it, and put it up in 
the building on Wisconsin Avenue and S Street. 

Obviously, when we entered into this contract it was necessary for 
the American Oil Co. to get the approval of the Board of Zoning Ad 
justment, before they could extend their gas station facilities down at 
Pennsvivania Avenue and M Street, 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment came up with these two alter 
native plans after consultation with the National Capital Park A 
thority 

We cvenerally favor, Mr. Chairman, this legislation, because frankly 


we want to vet our monev and we want to start construction up 


l 


Wisconsin Avenue and S Street of the ndditional 


Wceliitlwes We Wil nee 
ip thes ust as soon as we can vo ahead 
Senator Kerr. How was the $62,500 figure arrived a 
Nir. Gascu. Well. we wanted to vet as much as we co ( ( 
property We put it on the market, and that was the best offer 
could OE] 


Senator Kerr. That was in June or Julv of 1950 

Mr. Gascu. That is correct 

Mr. Davis. Spring of 1950 

Senator Case. The spring? 

Senator Kerr. Was the price the best offer vou got. o 
deal that vou made the result of placine that figure on it ar 
accepting vour figure? 

Mer CGAASCH Nit Davis can correct me ot this Dut | heheve 
put it on the market considerably more Wh price considerably hich 
price and Wwe cid hot have any takers 

Mi DAVIS. We did not 

Mr. Gascn. We got this proposition from the American Oil C 
and it was considered by the Board We felt \"\ ( est thu 
the Boys’ Club could do 

Senator KERR All rieht \hi (iasch (ny thy auestio1 
Senator? 

senatol Casi No except, Nir Chairman t is obvious that will 
fee] a little better about this when | learn thev are willing to Per 
$75.000 tor it 

Mr. Gascu. That is ve rv nice of vou. sn 

Senator Cask. Beeause | honestly think a deal made at that tims 
over a vear ago would not vield vou in funds sufficient to construct 
what vou contemplated the possibilitv of constructing at this time 

Senator Kerr. | would not be surprised but that maybe the Con 
eress is as much to blame for the delay as the oil company 

Senator Case. That may be. but the Congress Is gome to merease 
the value of this oil station by having a park on both sides of it 

Senator Kerr. Who is the other gentleman with vou? 

Mr. Gascu. Mr. Davis, sir 

Senator Kerr. What is vour position, Mr. Davis? 

Mr. Davis. Iam a trustee, the same as Mr. Gasch 

Senator Kerr. What is vour name? 

Mr. Davis. Edwin L. Davis 

Senator Kerr. Edwin L. Davis? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, su 
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Senator Kerr. What is your present status in respect te your 
relationship with the American Oil Co.? 

Mr. Davis. The status of the trustees with the Ameriean Oil Co. 
is that we have an agreement that we will sell the property. 

They also agree with us that they will allow us to stay in the 
building a reasonable length of time to give us an opportunity to 
raise additional funds to build the building we would like to have up 
at Wisconsin Avenue and 8, that we are not to go out in the cold, 
so to speak. They made us that cocession. 

Senator Case. How much do you estimate it would take now to 
build up at the new location? 

Mr. Davis. We have been negotiating to borrow or be loaned 
some—we hope—from a trust fund for charitable purposes, and we 
would like to get around $400,000. 

\s it is, we borrowed on this property; we owe about $37,000 on the 
Wisconsia Avenue project, and so we have only got about $24,000 in 
here at this time, which is not enough money to go ahead under any 

rcumstances 

We have in equity here and pledges, which are not cash, of course, 


is 


approximately $128,000 at this moment, which is not sufficient to 
! 


carry on our project, and we are trying to borrow the balance. So 
far we have not been suecessful 

Senator Kerr. Do vou have a binding contract with the oil com- 
pany that you will sell and they will buy? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir; we do 

Senator Kerr. Is it your position that you favor this legislation? 

Mer DAVIS We do 

Senator KERR That was the best offer vou could get for the 
property? 

Mr. Davis. Well, the property was on the market for some little 
time 

Senator Kerr. How long was it on the market? 

Mr. Davis. | would Sa around 9 months before this was con- 
Ssummated 

Would vou check me on that, Mir. Gasch? 

senator Ky RR Did you have anv other off 
Mr. Davis. This was the only offer we were able to get 


ers for it? 


ST 


enatol K ERI Krom anvbod\ 
Mr. Davis. I explained why we thought that was the best thing 


we could do, because this property for commercial purposes is difficult 
of access unless vou are In a car 

You have the traffic swe: ping oul here: you have the trafhe here, 
and this way and down ‘Twenty-eighth Street, and for commercial 
purposes vou have to have an easy way to get to your property, so 

Senator Kerr. In other words, this property does not have value 
for the ordinary retail establishment because they would have no 
parking space? 

Mr. Davis. They have parking space, it is true, but the person on 
foot Duvs, too, vou Know. 

Senator Kerr. Well, | mean, though, since there is only about 

Mr. Davis. There is no parking on the street, to speak of. 

Senator Kerr. No parking on the street adjacent to it? 

Mr. Davis. That is correct 
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Senator Kerr. And there would not be room here to build much 
of a commercial building, and leave enough for adequate parking 
space for customers. 

Mr. Davis. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Kerr. And you are telling us the traffic around it is 

Mr. Davis. Heavy. 

Senator Kerr (continuing). Of such a nature and intensity that 
there is very difficult aecess to it for pedestrians 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Kerr. Of course, the stuff east of it is, to begin with, the 
oil company station now already there, and then a little ways east 
of that the Rock Creek Parkway, which eliminates any possibility 
of access or approach from that direction. 

Mr. Davis. Yes, Sir. 

Senator Kerr. Allright, sir. Do you have any questions, Senato! 

Senator Case. Mr. Chariman, I should like to ask, did you explore 
the possibility of buying from the oil company the land that they 
now own? 

Mr. Davis. No, we did not, sir. The population has moved since 
this project was established. It has moved farther uptown. 

Senator Case. My thoughts ran further than that, as to whether or 
not you explored the possibility of buying their tract, and then offer- 
ing the two tracts together, and fortified with the deal it is now pro- 
posed to make in exchange with the Government, as to any other oil 
company? 

Mr. Davis. No, sir; we were not astute enough, and that was m 
proposed to the board when I was president. 

Senator Cask. Mr. Chairman, it is just my horseback opinion that 
other competitive oil companies in the city would be glad to pay 
conside rably in excess of $100,000 for the tract of that land that will 
be the final result of the proposed exchange. 

Senator Kerr. Do you know of any way ths at we could compel the 
American Oil Co. to permit that to be done’ 

Senator Cass. No, I do not. 

Senator Kerr. Would you consider a law to that effect? 

Senator Case. I think when you consider that the Government is 
asked to lend support here to a transaction which will create a site 
of unusual value for an oil company, that the Government has 
re sponsibility for le nding a little shield to those whe are not in a good 
position to negotiate. The assent of the Government ought not be 
given lightly to a transaction which promises to create something of 
exceptional value. 

Senator Kerr. I think the Government should look at this from 
the standpoint of what the Government’s position is. I think they 
should not consider it at all unless they are in as good or better con- 
dition after they make it than they were before. I do not know 
what authority we would have to compel one applicant to put himself 
in a position to trade himself out of an applying position in order to 
give him an opportunity to apply. 

Senator Case. I think that the Boys’ Club, with an option already 
given, probably is in a helpless legal position. I think the oil com- 
pany will have to modify its offer voluntarily on the basis of exist- 
ing values. Or it might be well for the committee to have a report, 


») 


a 
| 
t 
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through the staff, of what the Government itself is being asked to 
pay for comparable footage for building sites that would be as well 
located as that might be, for a Government building. And I reeog- 
nize when | suggest that, that the Fine Arts Commission would not 
want to see a tall building erected there. But I should like to know 
what the Government is paying for building sites of comparable size 
to this in the heart of the city. 

Senator Kerr. Of course, this is hardly in the heart of the City 

Would vou like to have your contract back from the oil company 
Do vou think Vou could st | this Lo an hod, else for more money now 


Mr. Gascu. That is a ¢ 


1 
sl 
lifficult question to answer now 


Mir. Davis. I do not know whether I could answer that for the 
> itor KEI | might say that | would not be adverse to consider- 
a slow-down strike to cet them to @ive this back if somebody els 
ts to offer some more money Laughter.] 
lf vou had this contract back, then what would vou do? You 
Wo trv to find some body else Lo buy if 
Mr. Davis. We would have to hunt for another purchaser, and with 
American Oil Co Owning the property behind vou, you would have 
a difficult time selling this piece 


Senator Kerr. \Y ou do not think 1f vou had it loose from this con- 


tract today that you could find anybody to pay you more money 
Mr. Davis. I doubt it, sir . 
Senator KERI You doubt it 
Any further questions? 
Senator Case. If you had the funds to buy from the oil company at 
price which does not exceed their assessed value, or is in relation to 
sessed value bv the same ratio that the price thev are olfering 
to vou, if you had the funds to step in and buy that property for the 
o of 16 to the price as 52 is to 62. and then could turn around and 
ler the olidated property, vo t would not have any trouble finding 
Mr. Dav Oh, no, not under those circumstances. But the point 
the Boys’ Club wanted to sell we did not have any surplus 
nds. We were always up against it for more money, both for 
on ana tor new projects It is like any other charitable organi- 
Senator Kerr. As Il understand, there are $30,000 of that assessed 
well, to begin with, the assessed valuation of vour property ts just 
ymebody’s estimate anyway, is it not? You do not pay any taxes 


Mir. Davis. We do not pav any taxes 
Senator KERI And the $30,000 item for the building, for any 
practical purpose or commercial value today is just so much salvage 


Mr. Davis. So much salvage We did try with other people 
broadcasting studios, and so forth, but nobodv would give us a bid. 
Senator Kerr. Nobody would give vou a bid because they have got 


no place to park there and no access to it. 


Senator Kerr. All right. Anything further, Senator? 
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Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the staff to get us some figures 
on prices that the Government is paying for comparable real estate for 
building sites 

Senator Kerr. You do not think the Government would put a 
building on a comparable site to that, would you, Senator? 

Senator Cast. No, because | think it would be too expensive 

Senator Kerr. When you say a comparable site, you have to 
have one that is comparable in location and accessibility. Do you 
think the Governmemt would put a building on a site that is, in the 
first place, that small and, in the second place, is inaccessible as that is? 

Senator Cass. No, but the site that would be created when the 
exchange is effected 

Senator Kerr. You do not think the Government would put a 
building on a park place anvway 

Senator Casi No. I] do not 

Senator Kerr. We will get vou anything you want that we can. 

Senator Case. All right. | think it would be helpful 

Senator Kerr. Next we have a representative ol the Georgetown 
Citizens’ Association. Give us your name 


STATEMENT OF HOWARD C. DAVIDSON, GEORGETOWN CITIZENS’ 
ASSOCIATION AND GEORGETOWN PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Mr. Davipson. Maj. Gen. Howard C. Davidson 

Senator Kerr. Sit down, General 

Mr. Davipson. I have nothing to add, Mr. Chairman, except 
that the Georgetown Citizens’ Association 

Senator Kerr. Tell us something about the Goergetown Citizens’ 
Association 

Mr. Davipson. It is one of the many citizens’ associations. We 
have two in Georgetown, the Georgetown Progressive Citizens’ 
Association and Georgetown Citizens’ Association; and any proposi- 
tions like this are referred to us by the Zoning Commission, and it is 
brought up at the meetings as to whether or not people have objections 
to it 

This, | know, was one of the approved things, and I was asked to 
come down here just to represent the association and to Say that we 
were for this exchange. 

Senator Case. That is, vou would rather see that point cleared up 
without that tall building there 

Mr. Davipson. Yes, sir. That building is not a thing of beauty 
there, and | think it would be better if it were torn down and if nothing 
else were put there 

Senator Kerr. As I understand it, the church that built it aban- 
doned it or outgrew it or it served its purpose in a period of time that 
expired some 20 vears ago 

Mr. Davipson. I imagine the church abandoned it for the same 
reason that these business places will not bid on it because there is a 
diffieult Wav lo vet im there 

Senator Case. But vou do not have any doubt that there would 
he bidders fo! it by other oil companies if the proposed consolidated 
tract were available for purchase 
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Mr. Davrpson. No, sir. I would like to see the Boys’ Club get 


as much as they could out of it. I am for that. I do not know 
whether vou could reopen that [am not familiar with those negotia- 


tions at all 

Senator Case. I think that has to be a voluntary thing. 

Senator Kerr. All right, General. Thank you, sir. 

We have a representative of the Georgetown Progressive Citizens’ 
Association 

Mr. Davipson. | am afraid I am the same one 

Senator Kerr. You represent them, too? 

Senator Case. Mav I suggest that we put some ditto marks in the 

ord? . 

Senator Kerr. Give him your name again now. 

\lr. Davipson. Howard C. Davidson 

Senator Kerr. Is the Progressive Citizens’ Association different 
from the Citizens’ Association? 

\I DAVIDSON It is a mystery to me why thev are, but they are 
the same thine they do the same thine, but one of them was supposed 
he Georgetown Citizens’ Association, which was supposed to 
be mainly businessmen, but now they have taken in the women, too 
There is no difference in them: they just have two. 


Senator Kerr. I see. They are different groups, though? 

\I Davipson. Yes, sil No, sl they e about the same people; 
Uf y il about the same peop! tn oth of them 

~ or Case. Mr. Chairman, off the reco 

1) on off the rd 

Se! tor iN \re there others he e who want to Lestily or who 
( 1s Committee about this matte 

We will b: ng this hearing to a temporary recess, and we will excuse 
those present and have a little conference between the members of the 
COnM } 

Whereupon, at 12:50 p. m., the pcomimittee adpourned subieet to 





